Themes and format
Our conference theme recognized the growing importance of human use management (the use of example, education, and regulation to change people's behavior) to the conservation of mountain areas. Subthemes included optimizing recreation and tourism, optimizing access, minimizing ecological impact, and minimizing cultural impact.
Each subtheme was introduced by a plenary panel, with panelists such as Edwin Bernbaum (USA), Ted Manning (Canada), Chris Rose (Australia), Bob Aitken (Scotland), Alison Gill (Canada), and many others. Following a lively panel discussionand often energetic debate-that included all participants, case studies relevant to the subtheme were available to choose from.
Professional facilitators worked with the case study presenters to make sure that the problem or issue was clearly defined for the participants. Small working groups (12-15 people) then explored the problem and suggested potentially workable approaches. Finally, they shared their top ideas with other groups.
The total of 18 case study subjects ran the gamut from recreational use in Misty Fiords (Alaska) to ski operations in national parks, managing day use near the town of Banff, and cultural impact in Rajaji National Park (India). The working groups were enthusiastic in grappling with the issues presented. Many of the presenters were so Quotes from papers presented enthusiastic about the ideas they heard from their groups that they tore the completed flipcharts from the feeble hands of conference organizers, preferring to type them up themselves in order to get early access to the information!
Outcomes
Intended outcomes for conference participants were to
• Provide them with access to a range of experts in the field.
• Equip them with information and ideas so that they can more effectively respond to and implement human use management initiatives in their home areas.
• Provide hands-on experience in the case study sessions to illustrate how that information and those ideas can be applied to practical management problems.
• Provide the opportunity to add to their network of personal contacts to continue their exploration of this field after their return to their home areas. Conference participants rated the conference sessions very highly on their evaluations: average ratings were 4.34 out of 5 for the panel discussions and 4.12 out of 5 for the case studies.
Conference results are just being compiled. Proceedings from HUMMA will be sent to conference participants in late August 2001. Extra copies will be available from the Banff Centre. You can add your name to our mountain communities mailing list by visiting our web site, www.banffcentre.ca/cmc. To celebrate the International Year of Mountains (IYM) in 2002, the Academy organized a synthesis workshop in Abisko on 7-10 June 2001. The small group of participants, from 4 continents, represented a broad range of disciplines. Their task was to sum up and elaborate on the major ideas, highlights, and gaps identified at the 3 seminars and since 1992 and thus to develop a research agenda for the IYM and beyond. For each broad topic, critical issues, gaps, and research needs were defined. The edited outputs of the workshop will be disseminated as a report at major meetings relating to the IYM and at the "Rio +10" meeting in Johannesburg in September 2002. They will also be published in AMBIO.
For more information, contact Professor Mats Sonesson, Chairman of the Organizing Committee, IYM 2002 Synthesis Workshop, The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Mats.Sonesson@planteco.lu.se.
